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The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission and the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce are partnering 
to host a series of seminars for small businesses this year. 

The program, Prosper Jefferson, and was created to provide resources and educational material to assist small 
business owners. 

According to an announcement, the organizations will host 10 Prosper Jefferson seminars this year that will feature 
speakers from local business community. Each event will highlight a different topic pertaining to small businesses. 

Topics include business valuation, perfecting your elevator pitch, social media marketing, emergency preparedness, 
technology, human resources, branding, financing, public and media relations, and sales. 

The first seminar is scheduled for 9 a.m. Jan. 28 at the East Bank Regional Library on Napoleon Ave. in Metairie. 
The topic will be on business valuation and how to pitch to an investor. The event is free. Registration is required. 

Registration and the full Prosper Jefferson schedule is available online. 

 

http://neworleanscitybusiness.com/blog/author/mariaclark/
http://neworleanscitybusiness.com/blog/2015/01/14/jedco-chamber-offer-prosper-sessions-to-small-business/#respond
http://jeffersonchamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/ProsperJeffersonCalendarFlyer.pdf?utm_source=Prosper+Jefferson&utm_campaign=Prosper+Jefferson&utm_medium=email
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Keith Naccari, of Simmons and White, will give a presentation on business valuation and how to pitch to an investor at 9 a.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 28, at the East Bank Regional Library, 4747 W. Napoleon Ave., Metairie. 

The presentation will be the first in a free series of 10 Prosper Jefferson business seminars presented by the Jefferson Parish Economic 
Development Commission and the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce. 

Events will rotate between the East Bank Regional Library and the JEDCO Conference Center in the Churchill Technology and 
Business Park on the West Bank. 

The event is free, but registration is requested through JEDCO, www.jedco.org, or the Jefferson Chamber, jeffersonchamber.org. 

Future seminar topics will be perfecting an elevator pitch, Feb. 25; marketing and social media, April 29; emergency preparedness, 
May 27; technology for efficiency and growth, June 24; human resources, July 29; marketing and branding, Aug. 26; business 
financing, Sept. 23; public relations and media relations, Oct. 28; and sales, Nov. 18. 

 

http://www.theneworleansadvocate.com/community/crescentcity/11345019-171/business-seminar-series-planned-in#comments
http://www.jedco.org/events/
http://jefferson.chambermaster.com/events/details/prosper-jefferson-seminar-series-business-valuation-8717


 
Jeff groups offer series for small businesses 
The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission and the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce will hold an 
educational seminar series for small businesses in 2015. The series, titled “Prosper Jefferson,” is designed to assist 
small business owners in Jefferson Parish. 

Over the next year, the two organizations will host 10 seminars featuring speakers from the local business 
community. Topics will include: “Business Valuation,” “Perfecting Your Elevator Pitch,” social media marketing, 
emergency preparedness, technology to support efficiency and growth in your business, human resources, branding, 
business financing, public relations and sales. 

Events will rotate between the new JEDCO Conference Center in the Churchill Technology and Business Park on 
the West Bank and the East Bank Regional Library. 

The first session is scheduled for 9 a.m. Jan. 28 at the East Bank Regional Library, 4747 West Napoleon Ave., 
Metairie. Keith Naccari with Simmons and White will focus on business valuation and how to pitch to an investor. 

The event is free to attend, but those wishing to attend are asked to register in advance on the JEDCO website or the 
Jefferson Chamber website. 

“Nearly two-thirds of Jefferson Parish’s 18,000 businesses are considered small,” Jefferson Chamber President Todd 
Murphy said. “This collaboration with JEDCO to bring valued educational resources to the lifeblood of our business 
community is just another way the Jefferson Chamber brings value to the business community.” 
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JEDCO & Jefferson Chamber Launch New Business Seminar Series 

  
(Metairie, LA) -- The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) will partner with 
the Jefferson Chamber of Commerce to host a new educational seminar series for small businesses in 
2015. The program, entitled "Prosper Jefferson," was created to assist small business owners in 
reaching the next level of success in Jefferson Parish.  

  
Over the next year, the two organizations will host 10 Prosper Jefferson seminars, featuring speakers 
from the Greater New Orleans business community. Each event will highlight a new informational topic 
to assist our local businesses in achieving their goals for growth, including:  

  

• Business Valuation 
• Perfecting Your Elevator Pitch  
• Social Media Marketing 
• Emergency Preparedness 
• Technology to support efficiency and growth in your business 
• Human Resources 
• Branding 
• Business Financing 
• PR & Media Relations 
• Sales 

  
  
"We are thrilled to partner with the Jefferson Chamber to offer this new event series," says Jerry 
Bologna, JEDCO's executive director. "Through this educational programming, we're offering our local 
businesses an opportunity to gather new information that will help them thrive in Jefferson Parish. We 
believe this strategic partnership will help bring this type of high-quality programming to a greater 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUh7u-xGU06nEdL_ItFIByuQCot0dmigPZvBA_2NiaUZ8r4lcWYg_sulef7qZFGbzhJOWAW_xU4rlYD1LwoIyvqamOEGWaNGkWLeS8gJVP54m8HvfU-KKdFtlPLC69Trtx29ixiVf8GrIoE3I6z7YBP_Udx98GYXVETQoU1MCo64jjgSJJmeled6cOQuYnFm5-7kuxuKskT8tB4T4YtyR2ZONwbz2_2QsNu8RQmPJicmC3FIGIcDwkBg=&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUm_hEsxbnNIGoeOfO6Q66WxCrzMtS1NBIDQZzqlF49v35RIptwzp_sxiwLoBouH30VdQjNAL8TpdWjnuzF_SwQ9FoaBtvInoV0SpFp5SdFOjjDS5hjeZC7PTppwBoBvVVAnLWv6wrOEg5GJ7lk02j-4T0Be6YSSe2y46grJk4fgfycvkmRWAAsUbjnJm7hMDyOQpVk05Kcn-IEZ6hKOgSX2kW_gTVssXr8AR_WT8hraanPEuDOS9LehdAbNQ9Uy7cw==&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==


audience. We look forward to working with the Chamber to help our small businesses find success 
locally this year."  

  
"Nearly 2/3 of Jefferson Parish's 18,000 businesses are considered small," says Jefferson Chamber 
President, Todd Murphy. "This collaboration with JEDCO to bring valued educational resources to the 
lifeblood of our business community is just another way the Jefferson Chamber brings value to the 
business community." 

  
The Prosper Jefferson seminars replace the "Grow with JEDCO" and "Stayin' Alive" seminar series. 
Events will rotate between the brand new JEDCO Conference Center in the Churchill Technology and 
Business Park on the West Bank or the East Bank Regional Library.  

  
The first Prosper Jefferson is scheduled for January 28th at the East Bank Regional Library (4747 West 
Napoleon Ave. Metairie, LA 70094) at 9 AM. Keith Naccari with Simmons and White will focus on 
business valuation and how to pitch to an investor.  

  
The event is free to attend, but we ask that you register in advance on the JEDCO website or the 
Jefferson Chamber website.  

  
Click here to view the full Prosper Jefferson schedule for 2015. 

  
### 

  
About JEDCO: The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) is an independent, 
yet complementary arm of Jefferson Parish government with the main objective of attracting, growing 
and creating new business in our area. JEDCO's mission is to proactively influence the economy 
through the retention and creation of quality jobs, entrepreneurship and investment in Jefferson Parish. 
Located in the growing Churchill Technology and Business Park, JEDCO is home to a business 
incubator and it also runs a state-of-the-art Conference Center.  For more information, visit 
www.jedco.org and follow us on Facebook, Twitter & LinkedIn.  

  
About the Jefferson Chamber: The Jefferson Chamber is a leading voice for Jefferson Parish's 
business community. As a non-profit, membership-driven organization, the Chamber is an effective 
advocate for small and large businesses at the local, state and federal levels. The Chamber's mission is 
to work for the advancement of the business community; to enhance the economic, civic and cultural 
environment; and to improve the quality of life in Jefferson Parish. The Jefferson Chamber is Four-Star 
Accredited by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and was awarded the 2013 Chamber of the Year Award 
by the Louisiana Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives in the Large Chamber Category. 

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUpR9uXMNWxxtvK4-hgUyvHem5GWFWXKDjc9P_fz11JCZItpa-nSaXKK0xunedMJxG9jwk94CtxJjC0zf9o7r1aPLvX0fFp_AQv9SR8mPa_VAJhXqt34k-AVmiYZTQ7daVGhYak192nSOKx5bj0jjoKxu_9TqkgLkJkNTumyYIvggGpq8TDoI9MuYNAOLLI76hWBfPYKljFbNQAEPvHTBiU3WW2FNqi7-DJr2xZhVUuur_soJ87stdJ1__XHTGomB0Q==&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUiNiIhyvbMZaIPc4OGOi1PD6J84lyMS0vdzbVqqL3gTX9UgcEWdMS1DmsDbmATDE1-WiN-gX-pKDwgYN1MhdQvWtKVA12ofUWccer8ND1YiuqZgu8xmaa8pl0lxgiFQ2nv8PPu3zsLYHogu1VQeAxe4egVvXsrBGh7a0Rvl76EDdSWbUWzs5bSdLcJXHcA3tBtQB85_7srJzoj4vqp8SK08qGBiBpQV-Lt98YyDc2EMFXWZXBzoDUStyjwv2ZHjhVgztqtXrMbeK5CJwEoSu95Nxyu8kqakes8fXIOoI_0g9UxpJyGE4QSCxrZNCm5gCGsg3dx8LBHdqe7JVFSs0y-iTmyLRjOgXl2u5sJ4zc63_&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUiNiIhyvbMZavYPvU_vFcPauINEVTvIJqEnpCXtKyz3_cE7peeEAV4stm91V5rSFV141FMcN9JE4S79qRoL9hIkxplZUIz-Oz2QRqUyaUccEYhsYeEHhUa6gy5EJA16JEUsJ2FWqDrQJ4cRgYe0K8_NojsJAIZrI_OlgD34F-l39aJLiL4sYPbmoqa5pxQpYwf4np46VUSfg2XoB2g54FkePWZVSXyg6dAUxkT3daxynQa6QymQFEWld4fu41ZS1_XaX0xtbJP-1E6MCbNR7omwHYX2TaJ-3Wbv4MtNbEvdkkkcIBKADuwb4TsOApTNJfdHfS2a0XeK2XstWdJ5fj7E=&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUh7u-xGU06nEdL_ItFIByuQCot0dmigPZvBA_2NiaUZ8r4lcWYg_sulef7qZFGbzhJOWAW_xU4rlYD1LwoIyvqamOEGWaNGkWLeS8gJVP54m8HvfU-KKdFtlPLC69Trtx29ixiVf8GrIoE3I6z7YBP_Udx98GYXVETQoU1MCo64jjgSJJmeled6cOQuYnFm5-7kuxuKskT8tB4T4YtyR2ZONwbz2_2QsNu8RQmPJicmC3FIGIcDwkBg=&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUs2Sq4ivc6c8H-I7PGlTltxRjaXEs4l0pM6j42odcQ3C1xx7APgWrO9EM7U9Eyl8tk30Ak0vvTlOUfe06YX8jJq8EgtsPn8TTU3S686V-qZK3IewPuqtjNJ_0ftP75yq8WfyZO8-RbbmjKsNBHk6bz53jmk2kppxKTo_a6DrV36erG9OA8RjQLwdj0Tos309tKbmhy_PmW2f2PLL6WcQMQZxnOR0Luh7IXAHwfOpDDZZCNTZyo9wCSLdzlqGymrWhw==&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUgBiYR0GFrk7fwPdEnUt-8j-U4YcA9tHxhtlX8qPNiGtcTi4-VzljrPCRp2ZuuysWSifKoOjmZYB1y5-0AzNLOrkIi6onjCvg4pwfpAtjn7mqEz-onq-G7JcxiME4Y_HuOuXrvcYI01qyz90fQQPpthmP_i36PQb3uLv7bUO-mo9dSzPgBg7JrTGHeF3YgngKnUbj8flHoa_4yH70ukkhvRca0VEnrddm8SslMtw3Lm27y41nh0XK37OwhXZ0vq8QQ==&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUgBiYR0GFrk7fwPdEnUt-8j-U4YcA9tHxhtlX8qPNiGtcTi4-VzljrPCRp2ZuuysWSifKoOjmZYB1y5-0AzNLOrkIi6onjCvg4pwfpAtjn7mqEz-onq-G7JcxiME4Y_HuOuXrvcYI01qyz90fQQPpthmP_i36PQb3uLv7bUO-mo9dSzPgBg7JrTGHeF3YgngKnUbj8flHoa_4yH70ukkhvRca0VEnrddm8SslMtw3Lm27y41nh0XK37OwhXZ0vq8QQ==&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUgBiYR0GFrk7LoAR-4mljlKgkTbFo5amB9HzpNqGmGCgv31Y4aLvZm1DxYybpgSmh-hEXw8V8QyIXLPdoKa54VQyegL7T_EodXFJ85Rmxzp0DQ2fw4b45ho8bZLXH0XT0IIZD6w2md8R2UwjWf1JAUv1ehbhIVYP56F9A_8fl0rBuubTCiYfDU02gjTdD9185GfU221AlxKhN_eF8USzN2RJWoYxQQmdoyy58eU1IUtBD02kzV8DSBT9FNbveiOl47QKw3xCDT7xibdMcYaNc2c=&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUh7u-xGU06nEdL_ItFIByuQCot0dmigPZvBA_2NiaUZ8r4lcWYg_sulef7qZFGbzhJOWAW_xU4rlYD1LwoIyvqamOEGWaNGkWLeS8gJVP54m8HvfU-KKdFtlPLC69Trtx29ixiVf8GrIoE3I6z7YBP_Udx98GYXVETQoU1MCo64jjgSJJmeled6cOQuYnFm5-7kuxuKskT8tB4T4YtyR2ZONwbz2_2QsNu8RQmPJicmC3FIGIcDwkBg=&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUoaJ8B90U_b0PMARGjn0w6UpPK6fGBeGHbV2bdZAdlWqn_3bNYvfRnNVWzb2cMARkYfeT3F8b-Qw-N3-_QklV-vjLLw6qbbhTl6XfGprrOw5C32l_8CvPv-bVvPBapLD4HdKGv6ad41vneQro7_TcF-owwnV0A444kM3PIOv9_G1&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUmJOX8a3VX4i63rVJMU1H6HNHUbSVmdIcimg90tNTY4cY1t6JR8JmLIdSVvU0j1ULm8f4CM-T1-vy828ydDb6yTZOBaB_J6eiv1VTCKarDdqjzBwBSL77Gz_SoWcN8ox_w==&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUiNiIhyvbMZa7ZtBr5w6zengZEZYosK7dM5B7gmE9WJ_Mo6mRlVvF2RxiGOFQ4IkXu3uADFbwNYQy7TitiDgqFzgMC0c9bIAyQmVyI92Hk9SBY7LC_U3be6tIhzE6pDbWzg5eo4cWQf4pMLM-odYERlgIPFD8oB7ZUX58PZtUmd0YsWGHE4p7Tu2agXbkbUu9Dr7_3yBN38RkzPAtfQKYyE=&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vvmKqX-k0LcNbGE57Mp3OKRHLjjz9CmJ2rThoRIxpZonZk1vvo0ZUm_hEsxbnNIGoeOfO6Q66WxCrzMtS1NBIDQZzqlF49v35RIptwzp_sxiwLoBouH30VdQjNAL8TpdWjnuzF_SwQ9FoaBtvInoV0SpFp5SdFOjjDS5hjeZC7PTppwBoBvVVAnLWv6wrOEg5GJ7lk02j-4T0Be6YSSe2y46grJk4fgfycvkmRWAAsUbjnJm7hMDyOQpVk05Kcn-IEZ6hKOgSX2kW_gTVssXr8AR_WT8hraanPEuDOS9LehdAbNQ9Uy7cw==&c=xD8O61H3XnjkIBVsMhVxjZtABj-6GFuT44oAE0s5OcOhc5X69vSMjw==&ch=DBO3JVzqCJGcDStfT4vx1MnXIrDlc3x0NtCtkxf0QhYFiV4hYJLGmQ==


For more information about the Jefferson Chamber, visit www.jeffersonchamber.org, and follow on 
Facebook, Twitter @jeffersoncoc, and YouTube. 

  
About Simmons & White: A local consulting firm, Simmons & White partners with high-potential 
companies to navigate challenges and opportunities.  Whether you are troubleshooting management 
issues, seeking best practices, or exploring new ways to grow, our team of experts can help.  Simmons 
& White provides a comprehensive range of services in the areas of financial management, business 
process improvement, sales and marketing, access to capital, policies and procedures, risk 
management, strategy and technology.  

  
About Keith Naccari: Keith Naccari joined the Simmons & White team in November of 2012.  He graduated with 
a BBA in business, and he holds a Masters Degree in business (MBA).  Keith has helped companies navigate 
complex fundraising transactions, improve process efficiencies, implement strategic best practices, and value 
companies. Prior to joining Simmons and White, Keith worked in the public accounting sector at Carr, Riggs & 
Ingram, LLC.  He then joined the Simmons and White team, leveraging his experience to help companies 
accelerate financial performance assist companies during the exit stage. 
  
  
Contact: 
Kelsey Scram 
JEDCO Marketing and PR Manager 
(504) 875-3927 
kscram@jedco.org  
www.jedco.org. 
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City of Kenner Seeks Proposals for Laketown Development 
The City of Kenner is one step closer to achieving its vision for the future of Laketown.  On Monday, January 5, the 
City began seeking proposals from qualified developers for the design and implementation of a multi-use complex 
along the shores of Lake Pontchartrain. 
 
The Request for Proposals (RFP) focuses on 15.64 acres of Laketown property adjacent to the Treasure Chest 
Casino. The RFP outlines a need for a water-based commercial, retail and recreational complex that will energize 
economic development in Laketown. The document offers suggestions for potential attractions in Laketown, 
including a high-end residential development, a boardwalk, restaurants, a hotel, boating clubs, souvenir shops, 
and/or kiosks. Potential developers are asked to ensure that complex designs will complement the Treasure Chest 
Casino and surrounding area. 
 
The closing date to receive proposals is May 8, 2015, allowing potential developers four months to submit a formal 
reply. An evaluation team with representation from the regional community, including members from JEDCO and 
GNO, Inc., will choose the winning proposal. 
 
The development of the Laketown property is outlined in the City of Kenner’s long-term strategic plan, Kenner 
2030. City leaders recognized the potential of the lakefront property, which is owned by the State of Louisiana, and 
worked with the State to amend the existing lease for commercial development. The successful developer will 
enter into a lease with the State. 
 
A copy of the city’s RFP can be found on JEDCO’s website at www.jedco.org/laketown. 
 
                

   

 

http://www.kenner.la.us/
http://www.kenner.la.us/59/15-0001_LAKETOWN.pdf
http://gnoinc.org/
http://www.kenner.la.us/pages/section_2_301.asp
http://www.kenner.la.us/pages/section_2_301.asp
http://www.jedco.org/laketown


Kenner seeking lakefront 
development proposals  

 
The new Laketown sign at Williams Boulevard and Vintage Drive in Kenner Ben Myers, NOLA.com | The TImes-Picayune  

Print  

By Ben Myers, NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune   
Email the author | Follow on Twitter  
on January 09, 2015 at 2:28 PM, updated January 09, 2015 at 2:55 PM  

   
Kenner Mayor Mike Yenni's administration has published its request to redevelop 
Laketown, seeking proposals for a range of ideas for a multi-use "water-oriented 
commercial center" on about 15¾ acres along Lake Pontchartrain. The solicitation 
offers little in the way of specific instruction, although providing for future lakeshore 
development is an administration priority. 

http://blog.nola.com/politics/print.html?entry=/2015/01/kenner_seeking_lakefront_devel.html
http://connect.nola.com/user/BenMyers/posts.html
https://twitter.com/blevimyers
http://topics.nola.com/tag/mike-yenni/index.html
http://connect.nola.com/user/BenMyers/index.html


Proposals are to explain how they achieve "appropriate balance between commercial 
uses and civic potential. Hospitality, retail, gambling and high-end residential uses are 
included as some examples of what the administration wants. 

"All proposals will be considered - irrespective of the overall size or cost," the solicitation 
reads. "It is important that each proposer understand there are no pre-determined 
concepts, ideas or plans about what is necessary in a winning proposal." 

The development site, which is on the lakeside of the levee from the Pontchartrain 
Center, consists mostly of land, with 3½ acres of waterbottoms and marsh. At present, 
Kenner leases the land from the state. 

A 2014 state law lets Kenner to select a developer to confect a new, 30-year lease with 
the state. A representative of state government will join city officials in evaluating 
proposals. 

Developers should not expect to receive any financial assistance as part of the deal, said 
Mike Quigley, Yenni's chief administrative officer. "It will be strictly a private developer 
that will propose it, finance it, build it, develop it," Quigley said. 

A pre-proposal conference is scheduled Feb. 3. Proposals are due May 8.  

 



 
CONTACT: 
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todd@ragusaconsulting.com & (504) 330-2202  

 

Cameron Adams  
cameron@ideavillage.org & (504) 858-3806 

For Immediate Release 
  

7th New Orleans Entrepreneur Week Plans Unveiled  
New Orleans business festival takes its place on New Orleans’ annual cultural calendar 

 
New Orleans, LA (January 20, 2015) – Today, local leaders revealed plans for the 7thNew Orleans Entrepreneur Week (NOEW),  
presented by IBERIABANK, to the New Orleans entrepreneurial community at Il Mercato. Scheduled to take place March 20-27, 2015 
on Fulton Street in downtown New Orleans, NOEW is produced by The Idea Village. 
 
NOEW is the annual festival celebrating entrepreneurship, innovation, and advanced thinking. This year, 10,000+ attendees, 
consisting of entrepreneurs, investors, corporations, nonprofits, students, and professionals, are expected to engage through over 70 
unique events designed to foster discussion, debate, education, competition, and celebration to support new ideas and elevate 
entrepreneurial thinking in New Orleans. Launched in 2009, NOEW has evolved into one of the most authentic entrepreneurship 
festivals in the country. 
 
“New Orleans Entrepreneur Week is becoming part of New Orleans’ annual rhythms and rituals alongside Mardi Gras, Jazz Fest, and 
Saints Season,” said Tim Williamson, Co-founder and CEO of The Idea Village. “NOEW is the platform for the entrepreneurial 
community to connect, as over 30 partners will have their own “stage” to showcase over 75 new ventures across strategic initiatives 
in water, energy, arts, healthcare, education, food, women in business, and youth entrepreneurship. This year, we are also excited to 
invite other communities to join us at NOEW to learn how we do things differently in New Orleans.” 
 
New Orleans Mayor Mitch Landrieu added, "New Orleans has become a leading entrepreneurial city and we are only going to 
maintain that status by continuing to scale locally, by continuing to support local entrepreneurs and innovators, and by making New 
Orleans Entrepreneur Week something we attend each year."  
 
“IBERIABANK sees great value in New Orleans Entrepreneur Week because it has become a powerful platform for the larger 
entrepreneurial community,” said Daryl G. Byrd, President and CEO of IBERIABANK Corporation. “We are proud to be the title 
sponsor of this impactful event and look forward to working together to nurture our thriving business community over the next three 
years leading up to 2018, New Orleans’ tri-centennial.” 
 
“The NOEW platform has something for everyone,” said Victoria Adams, Director of New Orleans Entrepreneur Week.  “The 2015 
schedule was created for the expanding entrepreneurial community and incorporates local assets alongside national trends so that 
the entire community can participate in the entrepreneurial movement.” 
 
Additional information, including the 2015 event headliners, will be released on an ongoing basis via @helloNOEW leading up to 
NOEW. The full schedule will be released on Monday, February 23rd, when registration opens via www.NOEW.org.   
 
ABOUT NEW ORLEANS ENTREPRENEUR WEEK: 
New Orleans Entrepreneur Week (NOEW), presented by IBERIABANK, is the annual festival celebrating business, innovation, and advanced thinking 
in New Orleans. Produced by The Idea Village, NOEW engages a dynamic global to support growing companies and elevate entrepreneurial 
successes through eight days of discussion, debate, education, competition, and celebration. This year, NOEW 2015 will take place March 20-27, 
2015 and 10,000+ are expected to engage through over 70 events. www.NOEW.org  
 
ABOUT THE IDEA VILLAGE: 
In 2000, The Idea Village was formed by a group of New Orleans citizens who believed entrepreneurship is a catalyst for positive change. The Idea 
Village formalized in 2002 as an independent 501(c) 3 non-profit organization with a mission to identify, support, and retain entrepreneurial talent 
in New Orleans by providing direct service to high impact entrepreneurs, educating the broader community, and supporting initiatives that 
strengthen our entrepreneurial infrastructure. From 2009-2014, The Idea Village has provided direct support to over 3,411 New Orleans 
entrepreneurs by engaging over 2,600 professionals to allocate 68,543 consulting hours and $2.5 million in seed capital. In addition, The Idea 
Village hosts New Orleans Entrepreneur Week, a business festival that has become the platform for the New Orleans entrepreneurial ecosystem.  
The Idea Village Gold Excellence award from the International Economic Development Council for our Entrepreneur Season model in 2012 and 
were recognized as a top-three entrepreneurship ecosystem developer in 2014 by the Global Innovation Summit. www.ideavillage.org 

 
 

http://www.noew.org/
http://www.noew.org/
http://www.ideavillage.org/


Key Announcements of NOEW 2015 – January 20, 2015: 
 

1. NOEW 2015, presented by IBERIABANK, is March 20-27, 2015. 
NOEW is the platform for the New Orleans entrepreneurial community, produced by The Idea Village. Funding for 
NOEW 2015-2017 provided by The IV 100, a select group of forward thinking corporations, foundations, and individuals 
committed to nurturing a self-sustaining entrepreneurial community in New Orleans by 2018. 

 
2. NOEW 2015 will be headquartered on Fulton Street, with select sanctioned events being hosted across the region.  

All NOEW 2015 events are located along Fulton Street in downtown New Orleans. Key locations including Manning’s, 
The Chicory, Fulton Alley, Ruth’s Chris Steak House and the Harrah’s Hotel. Sanctioned “off campus” include the JEDCO 
Entrepreneur Challenge at Southport Hall in Jefferson Parish, the Startup St. Bernard Challenge at the Meraux 
Foundation in St. Bernard Parish, and the VetLaunch Challenge at the Landing Zone.   

 
3. There is 87% increase in number of entrepreneurs to be showcased at NOEW 2015.  

NOEW 2015 will provide 118 slots for local founders to be showcased for access to resources, an 87% increase from 
NOEW 2014. This increase is due to more open call opportunities and demos. These startups represent a number of 
diverse industries including food, water, digital media, technology, education, and arts. The specific companies and 
events will be announced in upcoming weeks via @helloNOEW.  

 
4. NOEW Investor Pass available to national investors. 

NOEW 2015 will offer a focused Investor Track for national investors that will provide access to 50 new ventures in 50 
hours – from seed stage to venture ready –from Wednesday, March 25 to Friday, March 27. The NOEW Investor Pass 
includes access to private events, one-one meetings with entrepreneurs, venture showcases and networking events. 
There are a limited number of NOEW Investor Passes available for accredited investors only. For more information, 
contact alex@ideavillage.org.      

 
5. 30+ organizations are leveraging the NOEW platform.  

• Local Nonprofit Partners: 4.0 Schools, Creative Alliance of New Orleans, Downtown Development District, 
Entrepreneurs’ Organization, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses, InNOLAvation, Jefferson Parish Economic 
Development Commission, Junior Achievement of Great New Orleans, Junior League of New Orleans, Louisiana 
Cultural Economy Foundation, Loyola-New Orleans, Greater New Orleans Inc., New Orleans Business Alliance, 
New Orleans Culinary and Hospitality Institute, New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau, New Orleans 
Tourism Marketing Corporation, PowerMoves.NOLA, Propeller, Startup St. Bernard, Southeast Louisiana Energy 
Initiative, Tulane University, Urban League of Greater New Orleans, and VetLaunch.  

• National Partners: 1776 and Delta Regional Authority. 
• Corporate Partners: Ochsner Health Systems, GE Healthcare, Cox Business, Kickstarter, Salesforce, and Silverline. 

 
6. Energy and Healthcare will be new industry focuses debut at NOEW 2015. 

An Energy Innovation Summit, hosted by Southeast Louisiana Energy Initiative, and a Healthcare Innovation Summit, 
hosted by Ochsner Health Systems in partnership with GE Healthcare, will debut during NOEW 2015. Current strategic 
industry initiatives launched previously at NOEW include: Water, Education, and Arts.  
 

7. The LookFar Tent at Manning’s will allow New Orleans entrepreneurs to pay it forward. 
Leading New Orleans entrepreneurs will showcase available jobs, demo products, and provide mentorship at the 
LookFar Tent in the Manning’s courtyard on Fulton Street on Thursday March 26th. 
 

8. New Orleans has become recognized as a model city for entrepreneurship and NOEW is the place to learn.  
Through a partnership with the Delta Regional Authority, up to 16 entrepreneurs from across the delta region and up to 
16 individuals and nonprofits that support entrepreneurs will be travelling to NOEW 2015 to learn and connect.  
 

9. NOEW VIP Tickets are available this year. 
NOEW is free and open to the public, but this year there are limited NOEW VIP Tickets for sale priced at $250 and $500, 
starting today at www.NOEW.org. 
 

10. @helloNOEW has launched on Twitter and Instagram.  
Follow @helloNOEW for real-time updates and the latest information about NOEW 2015, be the first to know about 
NOEW 2015 entrepreneurs, keynote speakers, news on entrepreneurial community and special offers. 

 
The full 2015 calendar, with times and locations, will be released on February 23rd, when registration opens. 

http://www.noew.org/


NOEW 2015 Highlights by Day: 
 

Friday, March 20th: The New Orleans Entrepreneur Week 2015 Opening Celebration  
 

NOEW 2015 will kick off with an innovative, New Orleans-style launch event that is free and open to the public.  
 
Saturday, March 21st: The NOLA Next Young Innovators Experience, hosted by Junior Achievement and The Idea Village, 
sponsored by the Brees Dream Foundation 
 

For local students, the NOLA Next Young Innovators Experience will feature engaging workshops, speakers and demos. It will 
culminate with the Trust Your Crazy Ideas high school pitch competition.  
 
Sunday, March 22nd: The Food MiniCon, a collaboration between the New Orleans Culinary and Hospitality Institute and the 
Idea Village, sponsored by French Market Coffee, New Orleans Tourism Marketing Corporation and Rouses Markets 

 

This MiniCon will feature the latest food innovations to the public.  
 
Monday March 23rd: Pitch Local, brought to you by JP Morgan 
 

Pitch Local will highlight 8 different entrepreneur showcase events hosted by local ecosystem partners. They include:   
1. The 5th annual Water Challenge hosted by Propeller and sponsored by the Greater New Orleans Foundation  
2. The 4.0 Schools Education Pitch  
3. The Downtown NOLA Arts Based Business Pitch hosted by the Downtown Development District, Creative Alliance of New 

Orleans, and Louisiana Cultural Economy Foundation 
4. Tulane's Business Model Competition hosted by Tulane Entrepreneurs Association (TEA) 
5. The Women in Business Challenge hosted by the Urban League of Greater New Orleans  
6. The VetLaunch Challenge hosted VetLaunch  
7. The JEDCO Entrepreneur Challenge hosted by JEDCO  
8. The Startup St. Bernard Challenge hosted by the Meraux Foundation 

 
Tuesday, March 24th – Thursday, March 26th: NOEW Interactive 
 

For those looking to learn and connect, NOEW Interactive is the 3-day track of keynotes, seminars, networking events, and open 
pitch opportunities to be connected, engaged, and inspired. Themes for 2015 include Marketing & Branding, Technology, and 
Raising Capital/Scaling.   
 
Wednesday March 25th- Friday 27th: NOEW Investor Track  
 

For investors, the NOEW Investor track will highlight 50 companies in 50 hours. The NOEW VIP Investor Track is and for national 
accredited investors. For more information, contact alex@ideavillage.org. 
 
Thursday March 26th: Energy and Healthcare Innovation Summits   
 

New to the NOEW calendar, an Energy Innovation Summit, hosted by Southeast Louisiana Energy Initiative, and a Healthcare 
Innovation Summit, hosted by Ochsner Health Systems in partnership with GE Healthcare, will take place on Thursday.  
 
Friday, March 27th:  The Big Idea 
 

The Big Idea, the culmination of NOEW, is a crowd-sourced pitch extravaganza that will feature 12 of New Orleans’ most 
promising startup ventures and a celebrity-judging panel. NOLA.com will be hosting an online voting platform to help identify the 
12 Big Idea finalists, beginning February 23rd.  The entire community is invited to attend.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:alex@ideavillage.org


 
Plans unveiled for 7th annual 
New Orleans Entrepreneur Week 

 
Victoria Adams, director of New Orleans Entrepreneur Week, announces plans for NOEW 2015 as Tim Williamson, CEO and founder of The 
Idea Village, looks on. (Photo by Summer Suleiman, The Idea Village) 

Print  

By Jed Lipinski, NOLA.com | The Times-Picayune   
Follow on Twitter  
on January 20, 2015 at 10:16 PM  

   
"Mardi Gras, NOEW, Jazz Fest, Saints," Tim Williamson repeated several times Tuesday night, as if to 
hypnotize the crowd at Il Mercato, an events venue on Magazine St., into seeing New Orleans 
Entrepreneur Week as equally significant to the other three. 

http://blog.nola.com/business_impact/print.html?entry=/2015/01/plans_for_7th_annual_new_orlea.html
http://connect.nola.com/user/jedlipinski/posts.html
https://twitter.com/jedlipinski
http://topics.nola.com/tag/New%20Orleans%20Entrepreneur%20Week/index.html
http://topics.nola.com/tag/New%20Orleans%20Entrepreneur%20Week/index.html
http://connect.nola.com/user/jedlipinski/index.html


Williamson, the founder and CEO of the local business incubator The Idea Village, knows that could 
take some time. Still, he is a true believer in the power of entrepreneurship to transform communities 
for the better. And this year's Entrepreneur Week, he said during Tuesday night's unveiling ceremony, 
is the biggest one yet. 

An annual festival celebrating entrepreneurship, innovation and advanced thinking, NOEW 2015 
takes place March 20-27. While Gallier Hall has hosted the event in the past, NOEW 2015 will be 
headquartered along Fulton Street. The larger footprint provides 118 total slots for local founders to 
showcase their ideas, an 87 percent increase over NOEW 2014. 

NOEW director Victoria Adams said more than 10,000 attendees are expected, compared to just 
over 5,000 last year. The industry focus will be on energy and healthcare, and more than 30 
organizations will be, as Williamson put it, "leveraging the NOEW platform" -- startup-speak for 
showing off their stuff. 

What follows are the key announcements for NOEW 2015, followed by the NOEW 2015 Highlights by 
Day, as provided by The Idea Village. 

Key Announcements of NOEW 2015  

1.) NOEW 2015, presented by IBERIABANK, is March 20-27, 2015. 

NOEW is the platform for the New Orleans entrepreneurial community, produced by The Idea 
Village. Funding for NOEW 2015-2017 provided by The IV 100, a select group of forward thinking 
corporations, foundations, and individuals committed to nurturing a self-sustaining entrepreneurial 
community in New Orleans by 2018. 

2.) NOEW 2015 will be headquartered on Fulton Street, with select sanctioned events 
being hosted across the region. 

All NOEW 2015 events are located along Fulton Street in downtown New Orleans. Key locations 
including Manning's, The Chicory, Fulton Alley, Ruth's Chris Steak House and the Harrah's Hotel. 
Sanctioned "off campus" include the JEDCO Entrepreneur Challenge at Southport Hall in Jefferson 
Parish, the Startup St. Bernard Challenge at the Meraux Foundation in St. Bernard Parish, and the 
VetLaunch Challenge at the Landing Zone.  

3.) There is 87% increase in number of entrepreneurs to be showcased at NOEW 2015. 

NOEW 2015 will provide 118 slots for local founders to be showcased for access to resources, an 87% 
increase from NOEW 2014. This increase is due to more open call opportunities and demos. These 
startups represent a number of diverse industries including food, water, digital media, technology, 



education, and arts. The specific companies and events will be announced in upcoming weeks via 
@helloNOEW. 

4.) NOEW Investor Pass available to national investors. 

NOEW 2015 will offer a focused Investor Track for national investors that will provide access to 50 
new ventures in 50 hours - from seed stage to venture ready -from Wednesday, March 25 to Friday, 
March 27. The NOEW Investor Pass includes access to private events, one-one meetings with 
entrepreneurs, venture showcases and networking events. There are a limited number of NOEW 
Investor Passes available for accredited investors only. For more information, contact 
alex@ideavillage.org.     

5.) 30+ organizations are leveraging the NOEW platform. 

• Local Nonprofit Partners: 4.0 Schools, Creative Alliance of New Orleans, Downtown 
Development District, Entrepreneurs' Organization, Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses, 
InNOLAvation, Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission, Junior Achievement of 
Great New Orleans, Junior League of New Orleans, Louisiana Cultural Economy Foundation, 
Loyola-New Orleans, Greater New Orleans Inc., New Orleans Business Alliance, New Orleans 
Culinary and Hospitality Institute, New Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau, New Orleans 
Tourism Marketing Corporation, PowerMoves, Propeller, Startup St. Bernard, Southeast 
Louisiana Energy Initiative, Tulane University, Urban League of Greater New Orleans, and 
VetLaunch. 

• National Partners: 1776 and Delta Regional Authority. 
• Corporate Partners: Ochsner Health Systems, GE Healthcare, Cox Business, Kickstarter, 

Salesforce, and Silverline. 

6.) Energy and Healthcare will be new industry focuses debut at NOEW 2015. 

An Energy Innovation Summit, hosted by Southeast Louisiana Energy Initiative, and a Healthcare 
Innovation Summit, hosted by Ochsner Health Systems in partnership with GE Healthcare, will debut 
during NOEW 2015. Current strategic industry initiatives launched previously at NOEW include: 
Water, Education, and Arts. 

7.) The LookFar Tent at Manning's will allow New Orleans entrepreneurs to pay it 
forward. 

Leading New Orleans entrepreneurs will showcase available jobs, demo products, and provide 
mentorship at the LookFar Tent in the Manning's courtyard on Fulton Street on Thursday March 
26th. 

mailto:alex@ideavillage.org


8.) New Orleans has become recognized as a model city for entrepreneurship and 
NOEW is the place to learn. 

Through a partnership with the Delta Regional Authority, up to 16 entrepreneurs from across the 
delta region and up to 16 individuals and nonprofits that support entrepreneurs will be travelling to 
NOEW 2015 to learn and connect. 

9.) NOEW VIP Tickets are available this year. 

NOEW is free and open to the public, but this year there are limited NOEW VIP Tickets for sale priced 
at $250 and $500, starting today at www.NOEW.org. 

10.) @helloNOEW has launched on Twitter and Instagram. 

Follow @helloNOEW for real-time updates and the latest information about NOEW 2015, be the first 
to know about NOEW 2015 entrepreneurs, keynote speakers, news on entrepreneurial community 
and special offers. 

The full 2015 calendar, with times and locations, will be released on February 23rd, when 
registration opens. 

NOEW 2015 Highlights by Day: 

Friday, March 20th: The New Orleans Entrepreneur Week 2015 Opening Celebration 

NOEW 2015 will kick off with an innovative, New Orleans-style launch event that is free and open to 
the public. 

Saturday, March 21st: The NOLA Next Young Innovators Experience, hosted by Junior 
Achievement and The Idea Village, sponsored by the Brees Dream Foundation 

For local students, the NOLA Next Young Innovators Experience will feature engaging workshops, 
speakers and demos. It will culminate with the Trust Your Crazy Ideas high school pitch competition. 

Sunday, March 22nd: The Food MiniCon, a collaboration between the New Orleans Culinary and 
Hospitality Institute and the Idea Village, sponsored by French Market Coffee, New Orleans Tourism 
Marketing Corporation and Rouses Markets 

This MiniCon will feature the latest food innovations to the public. 

Monday March 23rd: Pitch Local, brought to you by JP Morgan 



Pitch Local will highlight 8 different entrepreneur showcase events hosted by local ecosystem 
partners. They include:  The 5th annual Water Challenge hosted by Propeller and sponsored by the 
Greater New Orleans Foundation The 4.0 Schools Education Pitch The Downtown NOLA Arts Based 

Business Pitch hosted by the Downtown Development District, Creative Alliance of New Orleans, and 
Louisiana Cultural Economy Foundation Tulane's Business Model Competition hosted by Tulane 
Entrepreneurs Association (TEA) The Women in Business Challenge hosted by the Urban League of 
Greater New Orleans The VetLaunch Challenge hosted VetLaunch The JEDCO Entrepreneur 
Challenge hosted by JEDCO The Startup St. Bernard Challenge hosted by the Meraux Foundation 

Tuesday, March 24th - Thursday, March 26th: NOEW Interactive 

For those looking to learn and connect, NOEW Interactive is the 3-day track of keynotes, seminars, 
networking events, and open pitch opportunities to be connected, engaged, and inspired. Themes for 
2015 include Marketing & Branding, Technology, and Raising Capital/Scaling.  

Wednesday March 25th- Friday 27th: NOEW Investor Track 

For investors, the NOEW Investor track will highlight 50 companies in 50 hours. The NOEW VIP 
Investor Track is and for national accredited investors. For more information, contact 
alex@ideavillage.org. 

Thursday March 26th: Energy and Healthcare Innovation Summits  

New to the NOEW calendar, an Energy Innovation Summit, hosted by Southeast Louisiana Energy 
Initiative, and a Healthcare Innovation Summit, hosted by Ochsner Health Systems in partnership 
with GE Healthcare, will take place on Thursday. 

Friday, March 27th: The Big Idea 

The Big Idea, the culmination of NOEW, is a crowd-sourced pitch extravaganza that will feature 12 of 
New Orleans' most promising startup ventures and a celebrity-judging panel. NOLA.com will be 
hosting an online voting platform to help identify the 12 Big Idea finalists, beginning February 
23rd.  The entire community is invited to attend. 
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Investing in Innovation:  
2014 Year in Review 

  
Happy New Year! It's hard to believe that 2014 has come and gone. Time flies when you're having fun 
after all. And we certainly had fun at JEDCO last year! We attracted a major technology headquarters to 
Jefferson Parish, hosted another successful pitch competition, and financed several major projects that 

will have a lasting impact on the Jefferson Parish 
community.  

We continued to focus on developing the West Bank. 
Efforts move forward with the Fairfield Vision, the 
long-term strategic plan for the mixed-use 
development of over 8,000 acres of land, which 
represents the largest available green field area in 
the parish. JEDCO hosted the grand opening of the 
JEDCO Conference Center in the Churchill 
Technology & Business Park over the summer, 
unveiling a state-of-the-art event space to serve our 
business community. This year, Delgado Community 
College will begin building the River City Campus and 

the School of Advanced Manufacturing, which will attract between 3,000 and 4,000 students to Churchill 
Park once the project is complete.  

Our dedicated team worked closely with a variety of businesses from many different industries this year 
to ensure their continued success in Jefferson Parish. So often, we highlight the big economic wins, the 
companies that locate to our community and bring hundreds of new employees. We are thrilled with the 
successes of those projects, but JEDCO also understands the importance of cultivating long-term 
relationships with our local businesses. Business Retention and Expansion is vital to the economic 
success of a community. That's why, in 2014, the economic development team met with over 140 
companies to assess needs and offer assistance.  

We also assist our small businesses and startups, the backbone of our business community. The 
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JEDCO Business Innovation Center, our business incubator, 
fostered early-stage ventures and The JEDCO Challenge 
provided opportunities to highlight some of the parish's major up-
and-coming entrepreneurs. One of our recently graduated 
incubator tenants, Global Commerce & Services, won several 
awards in 2014 and they were recognized in the Inc. 500 List of 
Fastest Growing Companies. Our finance team approved 14 
small business loans in 2014 with a total investment of over $6 
million.  

In 2014, we worked hard, we shared our vision, and we invested 
in innovation. In 2015, we will continue to invest in the future of 
Jefferson Parish - in innovation, in entrepreneurship, in workforce 
development, in our local businesses. It's JEDCO's business to 
help your business thrive in Jefferson Parish and we will continue 
to make that a top priority in 2015.  

Economic Accolades 

At our 2014 Annual Luncheon, we recognized a number of men, women and businesses that played a 
vital role in improving the economic landscape in Jefferson Parish. Congratulations to JEDCO's former 
Deputy Director Dottie Stephenson, Jefferson Chamber President Todd Murphy, and Renaissance 
Publishing. Learn more about them here.  

JEDCO is in the process of choosing its finalists for the 2015 JEDCO Challenge powered by First NBC 
Bank. We received 33 applications for this year's competition. A team of panelists chose 10 startups to 
move on to the semifinal round, an interview with a panel of business leaders from the community. 
These interviews will determine which companies will move on to the live pitch on March 23rd at 
Southport Hall. Congratulations to our semifinalists: AxoSim Technologies, InnoGenomics Technologies, 
Zenopharm, NanoFex, myMix Nutrition, PrepWorld, Juggle Enterprises, Cook Me Somethin' Mister, 
Pleasantree (Sock Spot), and Earth Prime. JEDCO will nominate three of these companies to participate 
in the Big Idea competition, the largest crowd funding event in the world held at the end of New Orleans 
Entrepreneur Week.  

L.A. Fabrication, LLC, a Kenner-based custom metal fabrication shop, received national certification as 
a Women's Business Enterprise by the Women's Business Enterprise National Council (WBENC). 
Founded in 2007, L.A. Fabrication has established itself as a leader in fabrication, small run 

manufacturing, and metal repair services.  

Business Blurbs 

Chronos Body, Health & Wellness hosted the grand 
opening of its state-of-the-art facility in Fat City early this 
year. The opening of this full-service wellness center aids in 
ongoing revitalization efforts in the area. Of the $4 million 
project, JEDCO financed $1.6 million of it.  

IDIYA, a membership-based workshop and design studio, 
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is set to open its pilot location in Greater New Orleans early this year. The company provides members 
with access to a wide variety of equipment and tools within its facility. The idea is to create a shared 
space to help foster creativity and entrepreneurship. Learn more about IDIYA here.  

Boomers Lifestyle Magazine just released its first issue of 2015. The magazine is part of Boomers 
Lifestyle Network, which incorporates internet radio, blogs, social media and an online magazine for 
Generation Xers, Baby Boomers and seniors.  

Upcoming Events 

JEDCO has partnered with the Jefferson Chamber in 2015 to bring the community a new seminar 
series. Entitled "Prosper Jefferson," this educational event series will take the place of the "Grow with 
JEDCO" seminars and the Jefferson Chamber's "Stayin' Alive" seminars. Prosper Jefferson will offer 
free seminars for small business owners.  

The first seminar, scheduled for Wednesday, January 28th at 9 AM, will feature Keith Naccari of 
Simmons & White. He'll provide attendees with information about business valuation and pitching to 
potential investors. Register on JEDCO's website at www.jedco.org/events.  

### 

  
Contact: 
Kelsey Scram 
JEDCO Marketing and PR Manager 
(504) 875-3927 
kscram@jedco.org  
www.jedco.org. 
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