


 

  

 
 

 

JEDCO currently accepting applications for the 2015 JEDCO 
Challenge 

Application deadline is December 12, 2014 
   
The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO), in conjunction with First NBC 
Bank, is currently accepting applications for the 2015 JEDCO Challenge, its third annual pitch 
competition for entrepreneurs with ties to Jefferson Parish. Held during New Orleans Entrepreneur 
Week, an event produced by The Idea Village, the 2015 JEDCO Challenge will elevate 
opportunities for early-stage companies in the area. 
  
The competition will be held on Monday, March 23rd at Southport Hall in front of a panel of Jefferson 
Parish business leaders and an audience of their peers. Finalists will be judged on a seven-minute 
pitch and a business plan, which must be submitted in advance of the competition. The crowd will 
have an opportunity to cast their vote for their favorite entrepreneur, contributing to the overall 
scoring process of the competition. The winning pitch will receive $20,000 in direct capital and 
additional in-kind business services to help grow the company locally.   
 
For the first time ever, entrepreneurs chosen to pitch in the 2015 JEDCO Challenge will also be 
eligible to participate in the 2015 Big Idea pitch competition. The Big Idea is the world's largest 
crowd driven pitch event that closes out New Orleans Entrepreneur Week as local entrepreneurs 
vie for the public's support to propel them into the final round of the competition, where $25,000 is 
on the table. 
  
The application has been live on JEDCO's website since November 6th. The deadline to apply is 
Friday, December 12th, 2014. Applicants will be narrowed down through a rigorous review process. 
Finalists will be chosen in mid-January to provide two months for pitch preparation and business 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fNhAVszfpgCtl9wPHnKqT-VoKb0bIvL5P26s0eKZVAzmOLzmn3egoN9qfQusCn6h-9nwbDl31tBOyuMYZttVbtp_2HeqFKtLVIemTjWr5XxwWag--ULmWvCRJTqO3ZD1cYyPdDau8Te372B_J9EU-soOUPiektWvKc-C2bw-MtQX2Wnna-e0FRROWtEweO-wC6h1Kz7ehJ9N0tTv59LnALv9jza6zjcCZOQG85ap4X53RSAvcJmIXv6UltawJAvbmAA3tp4xln5U8GLz7gGNbt_fOaogeqqfPUU3H7SH_Todx2VWCiDPAw==&c=CmGUrGDRHDz4FBtNM7O7kfKFBm47JdVfo3uZ-TIP7zT0-BBuOfojXw==&ch=Mqy_t5BwH3043aqF4_vnU5_pnwg_KH6AzwYSIwzvszgbs9n6KtXqkg==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fNhAVszfpgCtl9wPHnKqT-VoKb0bIvL5P26s0eKZVAzmOLzmn3egoGRF1kgFug0a0XPfST3yCLkn4ybyysYcAAJjcEN0zrYxCdZF-kAIgnfxMbPEYtvRjKKEy1OpoCB-j4pvAIyPEado2qnvNkwp2tgcZZf3aeMiEJSBGl9UX4o_yO0VBG_3C926-aJT8W_9hmHDcNIXqN3MgH2_gAw4mVsddkYoc45uT0zAGbOvJ42tcT_wLPCKI4YaVppBYt4arwytmm3S9UGyfIw7-aaQh5B4KQC_BIBdo_gJRJo7NMn5HRPKuX4GEruAA7GoVekSbz3A1oDzmDo=&c=CmGUrGDRHDz4FBtNM7O7kfKFBm47JdVfo3uZ-TIP7zT0-BBuOfojXw==&ch=Mqy_t5BwH3043aqF4_vnU5_pnwg_KH6AzwYSIwzvszgbs9n6KtXqkg==


plan assistance.   
 
JEDCO is looking for entrepreneurs with unique ideas that have the high potential to grow and 
positively impact Jefferson Parish. Entrepreneurs are urged to apply for the challenge on JEDCO's 
website. They must meet the following criteria to be eligible: 

• Must live, work or have a strong presence in Jefferson Parish 
• Must generate less than $500,000 in revenue 
• Must have less than 5 employees 
• Must be a for-profit company 

The entrepreneur challenge will be held during New Orleans Entrepreneur Week (NOEW) for the 
third year in a row. NOEW is the annual festival celebrating business, innovation and advanced 
thinking in New Orleans. The event engages a dynamic global network of entrepreneurs, investors, 
corporations, non-profits, students and professionals to support growing companies and elevate 
entrepreneurial successes through eight days of discussion, debate, education, competition and 
celebration. 
  
This event would not be possible without assistance from our growing list of 2015 sponsors: First 
NBC Bank, Sandler Training, Gambel Communications and Ardyn Thriffiley & Associates. JEDCO 
is currently accepting additional donations of in-kind services and capital to grow the JEDCO 
Challenge prize package. Click here for details.  
  
The deadline to apply for The JEDCO Challenge is December 12, 2014. Visit JEDCO's website to 
apply! 
  

### 

About JEDCO:The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) is an 
independent, yet complementary arm of Jefferson Parish government with the main objective of 
attracting, growing and creating new business in our area. JEDCO's mission is to proactively 
influence the economy through the retention and creation of quality jobs, entrepreneurship and 
investment in Jefferson Parish. 

About First NBC Bank: First NBC Bank received a charter to begin operation from the Louisiana 
Office of Financial Institutions in May 2006. Through overwhelming support from the local 
community, the Bank's initial capital footings exceeded $60 million, which set a record for the 
largest initial capital raised by a Louisiana chartered institution. There are 31 banking offices on the 
South and North Shores of the Greater New Orleans metropolitan area. First NBC Bank has been 
selected as one of the Best Places to Work six times in a row New Orleans CityBusiness.  

The bank's mission is to deliver world-class service through developing long-term relationships with 
clients while providing a great place to work for its employees and demonstrating outstanding 
corporate citizenship within its communities, resulting in exceptional returns for its shareholders.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fNhAVszfpgCtl9wPHnKqT-VoKb0bIvL5P26s0eKZVAzmOLzmn3egoN9qfQusCn6hTx_7AVdl-daqtRU8E-XYOk7Z79IpfORfCUsqoZlFXRXPhRbuZ0z0wOsMAZiKOn5lulPK9xlJkbLym9vh7FOGeuFpU6-ajhlCudg-tZaupvWLpE8V0yDyvLqpnhq9aEEQjdZ_K824Q0F1iEZzbl75Ur2vua4p0w9v6gnK4NFL1Ak43IaQO5fzGt-_W_8C7KaZl67zwoZlbTHNxLBoWqReYWDYK-Su6MSFCLX2goblAAc77jXLyXaMFnhffYgzf9WItHiqo4elfoZwz_NeNgiTMA==&c=CmGUrGDRHDz4FBtNM7O7kfKFBm47JdVfo3uZ-TIP7zT0-BBuOfojXw==&ch=Mqy_t5BwH3043aqF4_vnU5_pnwg_KH6AzwYSIwzvszgbs9n6KtXqkg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fNhAVszfpgCtl9wPHnKqT-VoKb0bIvL5P26s0eKZVAzmOLzmn3egoN9qfQusCn6hTx_7AVdl-daqtRU8E-XYOk7Z79IpfORfCUsqoZlFXRXPhRbuZ0z0wOsMAZiKOn5lulPK9xlJkbLym9vh7FOGeuFpU6-ajhlCudg-tZaupvWLpE8V0yDyvLqpnhq9aEEQjdZ_K824Q0F1iEZzbl75Ur2vua4p0w9v6gnK4NFL1Ak43IaQO5fzGt-_W_8C7KaZl67zwoZlbTHNxLBoWqReYWDYK-Su6MSFCLX2goblAAc77jXLyXaMFnhffYgzf9WItHiqo4elfoZwz_NeNgiTMA==&c=CmGUrGDRHDz4FBtNM7O7kfKFBm47JdVfo3uZ-TIP7zT0-BBuOfojXw==&ch=Mqy_t5BwH3043aqF4_vnU5_pnwg_KH6AzwYSIwzvszgbs9n6KtXqkg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fNhAVszfpgCtl9wPHnKqT-VoKb0bIvL5P26s0eKZVAzmOLzmn3egoN9qfQusCn6hWaNAe3_mMi6md1gf0CHyBf00FkI5H1F9mD2Ws13lHz8wZ8VKCmaIMOaMh3wewbSEL50KgAHW-hrKUItbLhR11JsZVLzkzySJ3hMgir2UVOCZOa7vPYr5bSReh1kPvOBZyaNJh0n07RszKt9pcnLh0G8_GDm7zqqyrlFqzIuP4h3eC6ojBloCv0q7qCvFi8x2ieXyStgaghzgDX5f7C8JOXkti_P-QV0dSkZzWSWnmXhCwH7xNxjfTQY69ksQCIEIU0sfEWtvbaJrh3osAa-vtUyAfIDPQVcBLHLd9973pX698-n9-jQc5OVFwnQyoRc-7z4WRS2hiDE5hGSRWN7x__Yoi7GJASXdWnLED1mdstmwo2MauPw28w==&c=CmGUrGDRHDz4FBtNM7O7kfKFBm47JdVfo3uZ-TIP7zT0-BBuOfojXw==&ch=Mqy_t5BwH3043aqF4_vnU5_pnwg_KH6AzwYSIwzvszgbs9n6KtXqkg==
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Jefferson Chamber of Commerce 
www.jeffersonchamber.org 
(504) 835-3880 
3421 N. Causeway Blvd., Suite 203 
Metairie, LA 70002 

  

STAY CONNECTED 
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  SUBMIT APPLICATION ON  JEDCO's WEBSITE UNTIL DECEMBER 12th, 2014  
 

 

JEDCO LAUNCHES THIRD ANNUAL ENTREPRENEUR PITCH COMPETITION 

Event to be held during New Orleans Entrepreneur Week  

(FAIRFIELD, La) - The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO), in conjunction with First NBC 
Bank, is pleased to announce the launch of its third annual pitch competition for entrepreneurs with ties to Jefferson 
Parish. Held during New Orleans Entrepreneur Week, an event produced by The Idea Village, the 2015 JEDCO 
Challenge will elevate opportunities for early-stage companies in the area. 
 
The competition will be held on Monday, March 23rd at Southport Hall in front of a panel of Jefferson Parish business 
leaders and an audience of their peers. Finalists will be judged on a seven-minute pitch and a business plan, which 
must be submitted in advance of the competition. The crowd will have an opportunity to cast their vote for their 
favorite entrepreneur, contributing to the overall scoring process of the competition. The winning pitch will receive 
$20,000 in direct capital and additional in-kind business services to help grow the company locally. 
 
For the first time ever, entrepreneurs chosen to pitch in the 2015 JEDCO Challenge will also be eligible to participate 
in the 2015 Big Idea pitch competition. The Big Idea is the world's largest crowd driven pitch event that closes out 
New Orleans Entrepreneur Week as local entrepreneurs vie for the public's support to propel them into the final round 
of the competition, where $25,000 is on the table. 

The application will be live on JEDCO's website until December 12th, 2014. Applicants will be narrowed down through 
a rigorous review process. Finalists will be chosen in mid-January to provide two months for pitch preparation and 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x06Pg4OVkCxrp5tM89Q_TeIcaRBCXGo0Qr_rhBtcU-VHGoPWt4aChzO-nlHyGxgfVNmahLNc5mnk4tTavKQS-E4kZRRVODi6n60q-QtfKlRjWkvYTm15uzLHF57hriMacFqUnfwqBPA68h9hogzdxpAx99YW8Mzfrqs2JtL6elsp1G7ngKlz3XO_7_xefAHdU6PbrVpCYyiJws5C39uMHIGbsC723GQKv_sCYl34ZG5atWy46bcGyt3NCZ8qhOovbXDDW3vavMRf8cis4W7dl5bY_zWdyhcQECEwflofEPhrWPpphK2gRMln2IZsf6qm&c=tgAOQq4tSv19GdvYh0qRUvau8SLsjGh3C-dKnGZqAud1DxknjoE2aw==&ch=njhXbFhHHcImOdFOtRCrbg4KEhPtKgalbm9i2Tj_tFdB_Rve1lzrsA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x06Pg4OVkCxrp5tM89Q_TeIcaRBCXGo0Qr_rhBtcU-VHGoPWt4aCh9KvSI3ta-74VM0dcWb8ova3VXj6sbjb_Vtep7P7g-Pcb9Xw47_a6ynvTLwq0FAunpXtnh13ObNjgb9nwdZ2xezkj0u2KszHktf5oQ9bLoxRFCCJfqdmH8ERd_bfJtjk-GBOZSltfpW5oMIasSjlRhop4oj9wCYtcU-FB3-ONR_dx1MHyVZcbmK0x_95QskjDSyqvS8yp6mZKHmgwO7thpE80nMn8VeIsUO_2ygBlr9loKBfHOnR0a87Jn9DUYEGJpznVn1SNL2GVC-YC59EdISr9B2e20-c-YNL5FbtTj52&c=tgAOQq4tSv19GdvYh0qRUvau8SLsjGh3C-dKnGZqAud1DxknjoE2aw==&ch=njhXbFhHHcImOdFOtRCrbg4KEhPtKgalbm9i2Tj_tFdB_Rve1lzrsA==
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http://www.elmwoodba.org/


business plan assistance. 

JEDCO is looking for entrepreneurs with unique ideas that have the high potential to grow and positively impact 
Jefferson Parish. Entrepreneurs are urged to apply for the challenge on JEDCO's website. They must meet the 
following criteria to be eligible: 

 ·         Must live, work or have a strong presence in Jefferson Parish 

·         Must generate less than $500,000 in revenue 

·         Must have less than 5 employees 

·         Must be a for-profit company 

 "Entrepreneurs are the future of Jefferson Parish and we will do everything we can to best assist them as they grow," 
says JEDCO Executive Director Jerry Bologna. "This entrepreneur challenge provides us with a platform to better 
connect with the future leaders of our Jefferson Parish business community. It is exciting for JEDCO to play a role in 
helping these companies find success in Jefferson Parish and we look forward to providing a continuous support 
system in the future." 

"It is a priority of First NBC Bank to positively impact communities where we do business," says Ashton J. Ryan Jr., 
President and CEO of First NBC Bank, the presenting sponsor of the 2015 JEDCO Challenge. "The entrepreneurial spirit 
has always played a major role in thriving economies and we see that infusion of new ideas and products taking hold 
throughout Jefferson Parish and the remainder of the River Region. Through the JEDCO Challenge, we are furthering 
our role within the entrepreneurial community and finding new ways to engage and assist companies as they journey 
toward growth and sustainability. This is a wonderful partnership and we are proud to be a part of this event." 

In 2013, the pitch competition was born out of a challenge posed by Jefferson Parish start-up, Cordina New Orleans 
Cocktails. The company, which creates on-the-go adult drinks and the Slush Puppie/ICEE pouches, asked JEDCO to 
host a pitch competition for local entrepreneurs. Not only did the event showcase the entrepreneurial ecosystem in 
Jefferson Parish, but it also connected our up-and-comers with today's business leaders through direct capital, 
business resources and mentorship. 

 In the competition's second year, five finalists competed in front of an audience of 150 people. With sponsorships 
from seventeen local companies, the 2014 winner, Terry Ancar of PortaVision Medical, walked away from the 
competition with close to $80,000 in direct capital and in-kind services. Terry used the prize package to continue 
developing the NeoRay, an x-ray system used to enhance the care of premature babies. 

The entrepreneur challenge will be held during New Orleans Entrepreneur Week (NOEW) for the third year in a row. 
NOEW is the annual festival celebrating business, innovation and advanced thinking in New Orleans. The event 
engages a dynamic global network of entrepreneurs, investors, corporations, non-profits, students and professionals 
to support growing companies and elevate entrepreneurial successes through eight days of discussion, debate, 
education, competition and celebration. 

This event would not be possible without assistance from our presenting sponsor, First NBC Bank, and our Jefferson 
Parish businesses and organizations. JEDCO is currently accepting donations of in-kind services and capital to grow the 
JEDCO Challenge prize package. Click here for details. 

 The deadline to apply for The JEDCO Challenge is December 12, 2014. Visit JEDCO's website to apply! 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001x06Pg4OVkCxrp5tM89Q_TeIcaRBCXGo0Qr_rhBtcU-VHGoPWt4aCh9KvSI3ta-74k2jDEoBEamBbTExZoJ05GOMn-hKBRlx_5l11samGjkRFme_PH6fPVEfnbeiqJpBfJlvGyb7p9TjER4p4TF5Jh_BvAXYpE7dCRzp8k8CFCaGbBzRG11me8I6h_AVOsiX3tU8NiyAavPQ49VGJBUveRT-_qhNf8qsHgedex-Ur9WOTAglxPmZwFZ92_oCuQ1t4Ho2xybKr4rkOWkjy_YB0kIs5uHiyOeRr29VzR9NXlo27i68Ongwy-iZJp-j0irnOyfzwqtoWWILmBFpwa42ckw==&c=tgAOQq4tSv19GdvYh0qRUvau8SLsjGh3C-dKnGZqAud1DxknjoE2aw==&ch=njhXbFhHHcImOdFOtRCrbg4KEhPtKgalbm9i2Tj_tFdB_Rve1lzrsA==
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### 

About JEDCO:The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) is an independent, yet 
complementary arm of Jefferson Parish government with the main objective of attracting, growing and creating new 
business in our area. JEDCO's mission is to proactively influence the economy through the retention and creation of 
quality jobs, entrepreneurship and investment in Jefferson Parish. 

About First NBC Bank: First NBC Bank received a charter to begin operation from the Louisiana Office of Financial 
Institutions in May 2006. Through overwhelming support from the local community, the Bank's initial capital footings 
exceeded $60 million, which set a record for the largest initial capital raised by a Louisiana chartered institution. 
There are 31 banking offices on the South and North Shores of the Greater New Orleans metropolitan area. First NBC 
Bank has been selected as one of the Best Places to Work six times in a row New Orleans CityBusiness. 

The bank's mission is to deliver world-class service through developing long-term relationships with clients while 
providing a great place to work for its employees and demonstrating outstanding corporate citizenship within its 
communities, resulting in exceptional returns for its shareholders. 

 
  

Contact: 

Kelsey Scram 

JEDCO Marketing and PR Manager 

(504) 875-3927 

kscram@jedco.org  

www.jedco.org  

www.twitter.com/JEDCO_News  

www.facebook.com/JeffersonParishEconomicDevelopment  
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JEDCO currently accepting applications for the 2015 JEDCO 
Challenge 

Application deadline is December 12, 2014 
  
(FAIRFIELD, La) - The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO), in conjunction 
with First NBC Bank, is currently accepting applications for the 2015 JEDCO Challenge, its third 
annual pitch competition for entrepreneurs with ties to Jefferson Parish. Held during New Orleans 
Entrepreneur Week, an event produced by The Idea Village, the 2015 JEDCO Challenge will elevate 
opportunities for early-stage companies in the area.  
  
The competition will be held on Monday, March 23rd at Southport Hall in front of a panel of Jefferson 
Parish business leaders and an audience of their peers. Finalists will be judged on a seven-minute 
pitch and a business plan, which must be submitted in advance of the competition. The crowd will 
have an opportunity to cast their vote for their favorite entrepreneur, contributing to the overall scoring 
process of the competition. The winning pitch will receive $20,000 in direct capital and additional in-
kind business services to help grow the company locally.  
  
For the first time ever, entrepreneurs chosen to pitch in the 2015 JEDCO Challenge will also be 
eligible to participate in the 2015 Big Idea pitch competition. The Big Idea is the world's largest crowd 
driven pitch event that closes out New Orleans Entrepreneur Week as local entrepreneurs vie for the 
public's support to propel them into the final round of the competition, where $25,000 is on the table. 
  
The application has been live on JEDCO's website since November 6th. The deadline to apply is 
Friday, December 12th, 2014. Applicants will be narrowed down through a rigorous review process. 
Finalists will be chosen in mid-January to provide two months for pitch preparation and business plan 
assistance.  
  
JEDCO is looking for entrepreneurs with unique ideas that have the high potential to grow and 
positively impact Jefferson Parish. Entrepreneurs are urged to apply for the challenge on JEDCO's 
website. They must meet the following criteria to be eligible: 
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• Must live, work or have a strong presence in Jefferson Parish 
• Must generate less than $500,000 in revenue 
• Must have less than 5 employees 
• Must be a for-profit company 

  
The entrepreneur challenge will be held during New Orleans Entrepreneur Week (NOEW) for the third 
year in a row. NOEW is the annual festival celebrating business, innovation and advanced thinking in 
New Orleans. The event engages a dynamic global network of entrepreneurs, investors, corporations, 
non-profits, students and professionals to support growing companies and elevate entrepreneurial 
successes through eight days of discussion, debate, education, competition and celebration.  
  
This event would not be possible without assistance from our growing list of 2015 sponsors: First NBC 
Bank, Sandler Training, Gambel Communications and Ardyn Thriffiley & Associates. JEDCO is 
currently accepting additional donations of in-kind services and capital to grow the JEDCO Challenge 
prize package. Click here for details.  
  
The deadline to apply for The JEDCO Challenge is December 12, 2014. Visit JEDCO's website to 
apply! 
  

### 

About JEDCO:The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) is an 
independent, yet complementary arm of Jefferson Parish government with the main objective of 
attracting, growing and creating new business in our area. JEDCO's mission is to proactively influence 
the economy through the retention and creation of quality jobs, entrepreneurship and investment in 
Jefferson Parish. 

About First NBC Bank: First NBC Bank received a charter to begin operation from the Louisiana 
Office of Financial Institutions in May 2006. Through overwhelming support from the local community, 
the Bank's initial capital footings exceeded $60 million, which set a record for the largest initial capital 
raised by a Louisiana chartered institution. There are 31 banking offices on the South and North 
Shores of the Greater New Orleans metropolitan area. First NBC Bank has been selected as one of 
the Best Places to Work six times in a row New Orleans CityBusiness.  

The bank's mission is to deliver world-class service through developing long-term relationships with 
clients while providing a great place to work for its employees and demonstrating outstanding 
corporate citizenship within its communities, resulting in exceptional returns for its shareholders.  
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JEDCO Announces Jefferson Parish Business Award  
Winners at 2014 Annual Luncheon 

  
(Fairfield, LA) - The Jefferson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) experienced a 
highly successful year in 2014. As the organization reflected on its business retention, expansion and 
attractions successes at its largest yearly meeting on Tuesday, it also recognized the men, women and 
businesses that have helped shape Jefferson Parish's long list of continued achievements. JEDCO 
announced the recipients of its 2014 business award winners at the JEDCO Annual Luncheon in front of 
hundreds of Jefferson Parish business and community leaders.  
  
Renaissance Publishing received the 2014 Small Business of the Year award. The publishing company 
has been in business in Jefferson Parish for eight years. Renaissance publishes eight magazines that 
focus on a variety of topics relevant to the people who live and work in the Greater New Orleans region. 
In October 2014, the company re-launched Biz New Orleans, providing new insight into the local 
business community. In recent years, Renaissance Publishing has experienced growth in both 
employee numbers and sales. The company is also heavily involved in local business and charitable 
organizations, giving back to the community that has helped foster its growth.  
  
Dottie Stephenson earned the JEDCO Business Retention and Expansion Award. For 16 years, Dottie 
served JEDCO as the organization's Deputy Director. An advocate for a strong business retention 
program, Dottie designed and launched Jefferson Parish's first Business Retention and Expansion 
program upon her arrival to JEDCO in 1998. This program was designed with a systematic and targeted 
approach to best assist the companies located in Jefferson Parish. Comprised of letters, calls to 
businesses, and most importantly, face-to-face visits with business owners and top executives, the 
program has helped retain and expand local businesses in the community. Over the 17 years of its 
existence, this program has been highly successful. The JEDCO staff has held over 2,000 visits with 
Jefferson Parish businesses and in 2004, the organization was awarded the International Economic 
Development Council's prestigious Business Retention and Expansion Program Award. Dottie also 
played a vital role in the policy creation of the parish's first economic development incentive fund, the 
Jefferson Economic Future Fund, which provided financial incentives for businesses expanding in 
Jefferson Parish as well as prospective businesses interested in relocating to the area. This program 
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places Jefferson Parish at a competitive advantage over other parishes in Louisiana and neighboring 
states. Dottie retired from JEDCO in June 2014.  
  
JEDCO's 2014 Chairman of the Board, Greg Jordan, presented Jefferson Chamber President Todd 
Murphy with the JEDCO Chairman's Champion Award. Since taking over the Chamber in May 2012, 
Todd Murphy has helped grow the Chamber's membership by 20%. Under his leadership, the 
organization received four-star accreditation from the US Chamber of Commerce and was honored with 
the Top Leader award as the Best Chamber in the State of Louisiana. JEDCO and the Jefferson 
Chamber have long enjoyed a strong partnership as the two organizations work jointly to do what's best 
for the Jefferson Parish business community. The Chamber advocates for public policy positions that 
benefit Jefferson Parish businesses. Both JEDCO and the Chamber share a common focus on 
improving and revitalizing various areas within the Jefferson Parish community, such as Fat City and the 
West Bank.  
  
"This group of award winners is indicative of the true talent, innovation and dedication to business found 
in Jefferson Parish," says JEDCO Executive Director Jerry Bologna. "These men, women and 
businesses play a crucial role in the continued prosperity of our community. Not only do they work to 
increase the economic vitality of our region, but they continue to give back and change our community 
for the better. We are so grateful for their contributions to Jefferson Parish."  
  
The JEDCO Annual Luncheon provides an opportunity for the organization to recognize and show 
support of Jefferson Parish businesses while also highlighting the year's economic successes. The 
event took place at the Hilton New Orleans Airport on Airline Drive.  
  

###  
  
Contact: 
Kelsey Scram 
JEDCO Marketing and PR Manager 
Office: (504) 875-3927 
Cell: (724) 554-9735 
kscram@jedco.org  
www.jedco.org. 
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